




Local Backing & Endorsement
The CCUC continues to benefit from strong support and endorsement from
Cassowary Coast Regional Council (CCRC), our founding partner and one of the
region’s largest employers. We’ve welcomed opportunities to present our work and
impact directly to elected members and council leadership, who have consistently
voiced enthusiastic support for the centre and its growing role in the community. 

In 2025, our partnership took a practical step forward through a joint promotion
encouraging Council staff to explore study options, upskill, and pursue career
development through the CCUC. Co-designed with Council and backed by their
internal rollout, this initiative reflects shared commitment to local workforce
development and lifelong learning.

Council staff and councillors regularly share positive feedback from local residents,
acknowledging the value of keeping students local, celebrating family achievements
in higher education, and recognising the wider sense of opportunity created by the
CCUC’s presence. This ongoing endorsement speaks to the centre’s deep local roots
and its impact as a trusted, vital resource in the Cassowary Coast region.

VPG’s CCUC staff continues to take a ‘feet to pavement’ approach to engagement,
meeting people where they are and raising awareness across the Cassowary Coast
region. Recent outreach has included face-to-face visits in Mission Beach, where interest
in local study and service access continues to grow. We’ve seen clear community
appetite for connection, information, and in-person support, and when time allows, we
plan to expand our outreach to both the southern and northern parts of the region, with
strong interest in service discussions and meeting the local team face-to-face.

In early April 2025, VPG proudly hosted the
Cohort 4 RUSH Foundations Program at the
CCUC, bringing centre managers and staff
from the RUSH Network across Australia to
Innisfail. Despite an unexpected Irukandji
sting sidelining our local Coordinator, VPG’s
CEO and Operations Manager stepped in to
host the event. The program provided a
valuable opportunity to showcase the
Cassowary Coast & CCUC, strengthen
national collaboration, and contribute to
shared learning across the RUSH Network.

Pictured: 
CCUC & CCRC teamed up to 
support Council staff study and upskilling. 

Through strong partnerships
with universities, we’re
opening up access and
support for local learners at
every stage of their journey.
We’re collaborating with
education partners to deliver
in-person events and tailored
workshops that address local
student and community needs
in 2025/26. This includes STEM
awareness programs designed
to inspire local high school
students, equip teachers, and
provide hands-on learning for
CCUC’s education students -
strengthening pathways and
opportunities for the region’s
future workforce.  
Watch this space.

Reaching  More CommunitiesStrengthening 
University
Partnerships

National
Collaboration In Action

Our commitment to community is also reflected
in long-standing partnerships with local schools.
In late 2024, VPG attended the Innisfail State
College and Tully State High School awards
nights to present the VPG-sponsored Vocational
Student of the Year Awards - a tradition we’ve
proudly maintained for more than 25 years
across the Cassowary Coast, Tablelands, Cairns
and Mareeba. These awards recognise Year 12
students excelling in vocational education
through VET subjects, structured work
placements, or school-based apprenticeships
and traineeships. Whether through grassroots
outreach or ongoing partnerships, VPG remains
a trusted presence in the region’s education
landscape.

Pictured: 2024 VPG Vocational Student of the
Year recipient Fallon from Innisfail State College
with Jade, CCUC Student Development Coach.





Take an Active Role
In Shaping the Future of Our Community 
At the Cassowary Coast University Centre, we are committed to providing the best possible education and support for our
students. However, we can’t do it alone. Working in partnership with industry and community, we can provide students with
the resources, experiences, and connections they require to succeed.

We are deeply grateful for the support from the Australian Government and the Cassowary Coast Regional Council. However,
to meet government expectations, local communities are asked to contribute 30% of the costs to sustain a Regional University
Study Hub. To ensure the long-term success of the Cassowary Coast University Centre, we are actively seeking both in-kind
and financial contributions. Your support is essential in helping us provide lasting educational opportunities for our community. 

Explore our partnership packages and opportunities here, or visit our website to make a donation online.

The CCUC is an initiative of VPG. 
As a registered charity endorsed as a Deductible Gift Recipient, VPG will provide a donation receipt for your contributions.

Pictured: CCUC Coordinator Karina
Messina with Tara Larsen, studying Medical
Sonography with CQU.

https://ccuc.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/CCUC-Community-Partnerships-Proposal.pdf
https://ccuc.edu.au/donate/



